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Juni				Friend/loves reading/history		Norah
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Samantha			Plays soccer/delivers papers		Nina
	
Ivy McCreedy			Older grumpy neighbor	 	Harriet 
Skye Rutherford 		Celebrity singer Ivy’s grandchild	 Josie 
	
	 







Scene One 
As the lights come up, Alicia, Maggie, Indie, Violet and Skye are seated in chairs that are arranged as if on a plane. We see the family seated side on. Skye is wearing sunglasses on top of her head and reading a book. Alicia is reading a magazine; Maggie is looking out the window and waving. Violet and Indie are facing the front, looking bored. 
Violet – How long did you say this flight was?
Indie – Are you sure we can’t go on our phones?
Kate (offstage) – Good morning. This is your Captain speaking. Welcome aboard AOA once again.  As you would have noticed we had an extremely smooth take-off and we’re now cruising at just under 10,000 feet. Refreshments will be served momentarily. Just a reminder that no electronic devices are to be switched on at any time during the flight. 
Violet – We’ll never catch up on Insta posts. 
Indie - What are we supposed to do?
Kate (offstage)- We hope you enjoy the chance to sit and think…a luxury I’m sure you city people don’t get too often! 
Violet – Did she say ‘sit and think’?
Indie – What was she talking about? Who wants to sit and think? 
She turns around to direct the question at Skye. Skye puts her sunglasses down. 
Skye – I wouldn’t mind a moment to think…You could take a look out the window.
Kate (offstage) – For those of you who struggle with sitting and thinking…take a look out the window...you won’t get views like that in the city! 
Skye – What a great idea…! 
Alicia – I agree girls…look at the views!
Violet – Mum, when are we going to see the ocean?
Alicia – Violet, really…please stop asking silly questions.
Indie – Why is that a silly question?
Violet – Miss Kennedy says there’s no such thing as a silly question.
Indie – And this question is a really good question Mum…all we can see is red and brown dirt.
Maggie – Nothing wrong with a bit of dirt girls…when I was your age…my bath water at the end of the day was brown as…
Violet – We don’t want to know Grandma. 
Maggie – Who’s Grandma?
Indie – You are…Maggie Edgerton…our Grandma. 
Maggie – I used to know a girl called Maggie Edgerton. 
Alicia – That’s your name Mum. You are Maggie Edgerton. 
Maggie – What a lovely name…! 
Violet – Anyway…the ocean?
Skye – There’s no ocean where we’re going….
Alicia – That’s right…we won’t be seeing the ocean this holiday girls. 
Indie and Violet – Why?
Alicia – We’re going inland. 
Violet – You mean outback? 
Indie – Why did you tell us to pack our swimmers?
Alicia – There’ll be a pool where we’re staying. They have resorts in the outback too.
Violet – Thank goodness. 
Skye – I thought this plane only had a single destination…Boulia. 
Alicia – That’s right…why? 
Skye – I don’t remember a resort…but it’s been a while. 
Alicia – We’re staying at the Paradise…
Skye – Motel…?
Alicia – Resort…the Paradise Resort…there’ll be a pool…
Maggie – And waterholes with snakes.
Alicia – Mum! 
Maggie - And rivers with crocodiles! 
Alicia – With a name like Paradise….it can’t be too bad. 
Indie – Will there be Wifi? 
Violet – Of course there’ll be Wifi. 
Maggie – Wifi, crocodiles and snakes! 
Kate enters left with a tray of drinks and snacks. 
Kate – Refreshments anyone…snacks? 
Violet – Your voice sounds exactly the same as the pilots. 
Alicia – Violet!
Violet – But it does. 
Kate - I’ve just discovered autopilot. 
Alicia – Just now you mean?
Kate  – Not just now! Quite recently though. Now, who’s for snacks? 
Indie – Oh ok…There’s nothing else to do. 
Violet – Are there many Insta opportunities when we get there?
Kate – I’m not sure what Insta opportunities are…but there’s no shortage of opportunities! Enjoy your snack…better go…I’m not entirely sure about this autopilot thing. 
She exits left. 
Alicia – I thought we might have a device free holiday, girls! 
Violet and Indie – You thought what?! 
Skye – That’s a great idea…I need a break from my device. 
Violet – And who are you?! 
Skye – I’m sorry…didn’t mean to interfere! Just speaking for myself. 
Maggie – Does that include my denture cleaner?
Kate (offstage) – Buckle up please everyone…where in for some turbulence. 
Alicia – Tell me about it! 
Lights Down 

Scene Two 
As the lights come up there are deck chairs and a small table set. Lottie is sitting in one of the chairs relaxing.  He’s wearing sunglasses.  Ella is arranging magazines on the table. 
Ella – Does it feel anything like a resort?
Lottie- You’re doing a good job…but there’s something not right. 
Ella – You haven’t ever been to one, so maybe it’s hard to tell. 
Lottie– They’re going to want somewhere to swim. 
Ella – There’s the waterhole…you can’t get better than that. 
Lottie– Hmm, well, I hate to say it…but I’m guessing that swimming off Green Island, or even swimming at that place, Bondi, might be better than the water hole. 
Ella - I don’t believe it! 
Lottie - There’s a whole world beyond Boulia! I can’t wait to get out there and see it. 
Felicity enters stage right with two spades. 
Felicity– Start digging! 
Lottie– What rare species are you looking for that lives underground, Felicity?
Ella – Dad isn’t going to want a hole in the Motel yard. 
Felicity– We’re digging a hole for a pool. Didn’t you say we need a pool. 
Lottie– I said we did. Before you arrived…were you listening?
Felicity – Me? Nope…Mum and I were talking about your predicament…with these city people coming…no doubt wanting somewhere to cool off…
Lottie – Somewhere that doesn’t have fish or yabbies in it…. 
Felicity – Exactly. 
Lottie – Aunty Dell is a really good tour guide…but she can’t magic away the fauna that they’re going to freak out about. 
Felicity – True…
Ella – But one day with her and they’ll love all the animals…
Lottie – Hmmm. 
Evie (offstage right) – Ella! Hello! Are you ready to climb up the ridge? It will be too hot later. 
She enters right. 
Evie – There you are...Hi Lottie…Hi Felicity…it’s all happening here today! 
Lottie– Hey! Ella…we need a quick practice at being sophisticated. 
Evie – What exactly is happening here today? 
Lottie- I’d like an orange juice on the rocks please?
Evie – Rocks in your juice…you’ll choke! 
Lottie– I’m imaging we’re in a resort… ‘on the rocks’ means on ice. 
Ella – She’s been doing some research for me. 
Evie – Great work, Lottie. But we should go. 
Ella – I’ve got way too much to do sorry. Those city people arrive today. 
Evie – Are they really that important? Does anyone know who they are? Are they famous? 
Lottie – Not that we know of…and they’re never going to come back. Who would?
Ella – You’re starting to sound like Mrs McCreedy! 
Lottie – Sorry. I guess Mum’ll love it if they give our motel a good review and that counts for something. 
Felicity – They’re going to be so impressed by our new improved Reptile Tour! 
Evie – I didn’t even know there was an old, not so good, reptile tour. What’s the spade for?
Ella – These guys think we need a pool…I think the waterhole will be fine. 
Evie – I think they’re right…strangely. I’ve got an idea. 
Lottie and Felicity give each other the thumbs up. 
Samantha (offstage left) – Delivery! 
As she calls out, a newspaper is thrown on stage. 
Ella – Thanks Samantha…is it that time already?
Samantha enters. 
Samantha – 11.00am on the dot…Samantha Robinson at your service. I’m reliably 2 hours late! It took me 700 steps, one muffin at the bakery, a glass of milk with Mrs Atkins and three dog licks to get here! But here I am! 
Evie – You don’t want to come up to the ridge with me, do you?
Ella – I thought we could all head to the airstrip and welcome our guests. 
Samantha – We’re having guests…?
Ella – Yep. 
Lottie– City people. 
Felicity– You can come on our new improved ‘Reptile Tour’! 
Samantha – I didn’t know there was an old...
Ella looks at her watch. 
Ella – Enough talking. The plane will be landing soon…are you coming to the airstrip too? 
Felicity– I told Emmy to meet us there. 
Samantha – You did…? Ok…sure then…
Ella – They’re going to love it here. 
Evie – Who wouldn’t?! 
Samantha – Well, Mrs McCreedy on Jaspers Lane is always saying how much she hates it here…she says….
Ella – Tell us on the way Samantha….
Ella exits right and the others follow as the lights go down. 
Samantha – Mrs McCreedy says that if she could have been born anywhere else in the world….
Light Down 

Scene Three 
As the lights come up Juni is seated on a fold out seat reading a book. Ivy McCreedy enters right after a few moments. She coughs as she enters. 
Juni – Oh…hello Mrs McCreedy! 
Ivy – Juni…reading again I see…maybe one day you’ll get out there and live a bit of life…although I guess that’s hard here in Boulia…those books would be a good escape from this place. 
Juni – You can definitely live a lot of lives through reading…but Boulia is a great place to grow up. 
Ivy – You haven’t done it yet…grown up I mean. You need to grow up…and get out. Remember those words now…
Juni – Sure. I’ll remember…but isn’t there anything you like about life here?
Ivy – There’s not too many people…that’s a good thing…people can be annoying! 
Juni – I like a bit of quiet too. 
Ivy - The airstrip is a bit of an odd spot to read…. something happening that I don’t know about...?
Juni – Kate is flying some city people in today…it’s been a while. 
Ivy – She’s got her finger in every pie…pilot…motel owner…before we know it…she’ll be opening a local swimming pool. 
Juni – That’d be good. 
Ivy – Would it? And that sister of hers, Dell…does the tours…shame no one comes. 
Juni – Well…they are today…meant to be landing 10 minutes! Do you want to wait with me? You can have my chair. 
Ivy – I know I should say thank you…but I won’t…sounds like too much fuss for me…I’ll be off…
Juni – Have a great day, Mrs McCreedy! 
Ivy – Not likely…but I guess it’s nice of you to say. 
Ivy exits left.  Juni goes back to reading.  After a few moments, Emmy enters stage left with a soccer ball. 
Emmy – And look at Emmy’s skill…see the way she moves the ball! Hi Juni. 
Juni – Hey. 
Emmy – Reading again I see! 
Juni – Trying to…
Emmy – Are you here to welcome these city people?
Juni – Mmmhmm. 
Emmy- Other’s not here yet? 
Juni looks around and indicates that clearly there is no one else there yet. 
Juni – Not yet. 
Emmy – You want to kick the ball with me. 
Juni – No thanks…I’m not that great with balls. 
Emmy – You’re not great yet! You need to practice that’s all…! I’m not great with reading…but as my Mum always says…I need to practice. 
Ella, Evie, Lottie, Felicity and Samantha enter stage left. 
Samantha – We’re here! 
Emmy – Just in time. 
Samantha – For what?
Emmy – For us to help Juni practice her ball skills…
Delia enters with multiple ‘Welcome to Boulia’ signs. Juni looks relieved. 
Delia– Look at this…the gang’s all here! It’s been a while since we’ve had anyone from the city…we have to show them some outback hospitality. 
She hands out the signs. 
Felicity – Don’t forget you have a business to run, Mum…you have to charge them for your tour! 
Delia – We’ll sort something, Flick. I just love sharing this beautiful place with other people. 
There is a sound of a plane. They all look up and out to the front. 
Juni – They’re here! Whoever they are…
Ella – Thanks for coming Juni. 
Juni- No worries…Mum told me I have to get my head out of the books sometimes. 
She looks at her book, then Ella and smiles, before closing the book. The sound of a plane landing is heard. 
Ella – I think we’ve done a great job with the motel. 
Delia – Nothing better than a comfortable place to land at the end of the day…when you’re on the road. 
Emmy – Why are they staying on the road…? Ella just sorted the motel for them.
Juni – She means…they’re travelling…it’s an expression.
Lottie– I hope these city people like it. 
Felicity– Why wouldn’t they?
Evie – I agree… It’s the best the motel has ever been.
Lottie – We’ve done a good job…but I’ve seen pictures of real ‘resorts’ and they’re pretty fancy. 
Felicity– You only need a fancy resort when there’s nothing else to do but sit by a pool.
Lottie– And have an orange juice on the rocks…sounds perfect to me. 
Ella – They need to experience the best of Boulia…! 
Evie – We could take them on a night walk…
Juni – And see if we can spot a min min light…! 
Delia – Now you’re talking… 
Samantha – Mrs McCreedy says the only good thing to do here is leave...
Juni – That’s what she told me…just now…she just left….didn’t want to stay for the fuss. 
Evie – What would Mrs McCreedy know?
Felicity– Yeh…
Samantha – She’s been alive for a long time…. she must know some things. 
Ella – I’m sure she does…but she spends quite a bit of time at home now… 
Delia – So she probably hasn’t had the opportunity to see the lights…or anything but the main street, for a long time. 
Emmy – We can set up a soccer game…! City people verse country people. 	
Samantha- That doesn’t seem fair…We’ll beat them easily.
Emmy – Exactly…I’m craving the joy of victory. 
Ella – It’s only one family coming….not a soccer team. 
Evie – Maybe you should start with…
Samantha– A tour of the town! As the paper delivery girl, I know it back to front…and Juni could tell them some of the local legends. 
Delia – You guys are going to put me out of business!
Juni – Don’t worry…I’m a little shy to take tours. 
Emmy – Geez Juni…if I could remember all that stuff that you remember, I’d be sharing it everywhere. 
Felicity– I don’t think we should worry about them having a good time. I mean…don’t people go on holidays to experience different things? 
Lottie – And I bet there’s nowhere more different to the city than here. 
Emmy – That’s for sure…and it does seem silly to go on a holiday somewhere and do the same things you do at home. 
Evie – True! 
Emmy – That sounded really smart…I don’t usually sound so smart…maybe I am smart. 
Ella – They’re coming off the plane now…
Delia - Let’s put our signs up! 
They hold up signs that say, ‘Welcome to Boulia’ and wave, while looking towards the plane, towards the audience. 
Evie – Ready? 1,2, 3. 
All – Welcome to Boulia. 
Lights Down 




















Scene Four 
As the lights come up the deck chairs are set centre stage. There is also an umbrella and two bean bags. Felicity and Lottie enter stage right with beach towels that they place on each of the chairs and bean bags. Ella and Evie bring in a blow-up kid’s pool. 
Ella – Mum should be here with the guests in the mini-bus any minute. 
Lottie – They were going to take the scenic route…but I guess that doesn’t really take too long either.
Felicity – Mum gives a good commentary…maybe she’ll tell a few jokes…
Lottie –She might have to…those girls didn’t look too happy… 
Ella - Maybe they were suffering from airsickness. 
Evie- You’re too nice, Ella. 
Lottie – I think the reality of where their holiday is, was setting in…
Felicity – The grandma seemed pretty cool…
Lottie- And that other passenger seemed ok…I loved her outfit…Where’s she staying? We don’t have a booking for her…
Evie – Maybe Mrs McCreedy is starting a Bed and Breakfast? 
They all turn to look at her like she’s mad. 
Lottie – I think you have to like people to do that! 
Evie – I was joking…
Lottie – She did look interesting though…kind of dressed like a city girl…but I got the feeling that she’d been here before…that she knew Boulia. 
Felicity – Your Mum will know her name from the plane ticket. 
Kate (offstage right) – Hello! We’ve arrived…! 
Ella, Felicity, Lottie and Evie all line up, upstage centre, ready to welcome them. Each of them are ready with leis to put on each guest as they enter. 
Lottie– I’m not so sure about these things…aren’t they Hawaiian?
Ella – We’re meant to be a resort…it’s just for fun. 
Kate and Delia enter stage right with Alicia, Maggie, Violet and Indie who each receive a lei as they enter. 
Alicia – This is cute…thank you!
Indie – Aren’t these Hawaiin?
Violet – This is definitely not Hawaii. 
Maggie – I’ll wear coloured flowers anywhere girls…!
Indie – So is this some sort of stop-off point…
Violet – Like a rest-stop before we get to the resort?
Delia – Oh…this is the Boulia Paradise Motel. It’s never been called a resort before.
Kate - I’m sure I could get used to it though.  Welcome…
Ella – Just ask us if you need any help? 
Maggie – Wonderful…do you think you could give my back a scratch?
Alicia- Mum! 
Ella smiles and scratches Maggie’s back. 
Alicia – Look girls…It’s not quite what you were expecting…but I’m sure the real pool is out the back. 
Violet – But what’s that for?
Alicia – Manners please Violet! 
Delia – It’s to cool your feet off in the evenings…you obviously haven’t been to the outback before…your feet tend to get hot and dusty here…
Ella – So what better way to end the day…
Felicity– Than with washing your feet…
Evie– And cooling them…
Maggie – Fantastic…I do love a foot soak. 
Lottie– You’ll be served drinks…on the rocks of course…while your feet soak. 
Kate – I bet you haven’t done that in any other resorts…! 
Indie – Only in Thailand…but they have little fish that eat your dead skin…do you have that?
Lottie– Sounds pretty gross to me. 
Delia – Little fish, hey? I think we could arrange that!
Felicity – Absolutely, Mum…
Indie – You’re all related…? Weird. 
Alicia – I think it’s wonderful…
Violet – So the real pool is out the back?
Ella – Well, not exactly….out the back. 
Delia – It’s in the outback. 
Kate- We have a waterhole on the edge of town. The name Boulia comes from the local Indigenous name for waterhole. 
Maggie – That’s marvellous…! I told you there’d be waterholes with snakes! 
Violet and Indie – Snakes! 
Alicia- Mum! 
Lottie– We’ve never really seen them in the waterhole, sorry. 
Maggie – Oh, how disappointing!  
Felicity– But there are seventeen different varieties of snakes in this area…wait until I take you on the Reptile Ramble…
Delia – My Felicity is an expert…!
Alicia – Sounds fascinating…I’ll be in that…as long as you can guarantee my safety. 
Delia – Well, there’s always…
Maggie – Good to see you getting into the spirit of things finally Alicia. 
Ella- Can we go to the waterhole after lunch Mum?
Kate – Sure. Take a seat now…! Ms Blackburn, I’ll show you your rooms. 
Maggie walks with her stick to the bean bag. She’s clearly enjoying herself. She sits down on the bean bag. She starts to yawn and nod off to sleep. 
Lottie– Felicity and I can help you with the luggage? 
Kate – Thanks Lottie! 
Lottie – You can tell me all about the city…I can’t wait to go one day. 
Indie – I can only imagine how much you want to go….I mean…
Alicia – Look after your Grandma, while I’m checking-in…
Maggie – You didn’t tell me that Grandma was coming! 
Alicia – I’m talking about…don’t worry….Indie, Violet…you know what you need to do. 
Indie – Post on Insta? Just kidding…I’ll post later. 
Felicity– Let me know if you spot a frog…I reckon that pool might attract some into the yard. 
Delia – I’ll be off for a bit Flick…going to get the 4 wheel in order…for the ‘Lay of the Land Tour’, girls…
Indie, Violet and Felicity – Great! 
Kate, Alicia, Felicity and Lottie exit stage right. Delia exits stage left. 
Indie and Violet look worried as they sit in the deck chairs. Ella and Evie notice. 
Ella – We really don’t get many frogs in the yard! 
Indie – I’m not scared or anything…if that’s what you think. 
Evie – You just looked a bit worried. 
Ella – Can we help you with anything? 
Indie - There is one thing you could help us with?
Violet – The wifi code? 
Ella – I don’t really know it…sorry…no need really.
Indie – She’s joking. 
Ella – I don’t have a phone or anything. 
Evie – Who wants to be sitting down…doing whatever it is you do on phones…when there’s a whole world out there to see…
Ella- We can show you the Wadi tree…! 
Indie – Would that be a good Insta shot?
Evie – I don’t know what an Insta shot is… 
Ella and Evie shake their heads. 
Violet – Insta…Instagram…it’s a social media site! That’s one of the reasons we need wifi…so we can post pictures of our trip…
Indie – If we can’t post pictures…
Violet – It may as well not have happened. 
Indie – We need to make Tiktok videos too…
Violet – If we don’t keep up with these things…our friends won’t be our friends anymore. 
Indie – And I won’t sleep unless I get to play a few games on my phone at night. 
Evie – Geez. 
Ella – Well, you can get the code off Mum…but it only really works near the Reception Desk. 
Evie – Drinks anyone?
Maggie starts to wake up. She sighs contentedly. 
Maggie – A drink would be wonderful girls. 
Ella – How about a muddled lemon water?
Maggie – Perfect…
Violet – A coke and ice please?
Indie – Make that two! 
Ella – Coming right up! 
Violet – Have you given the staff a day off?
Ella – Oh no…it’s a family business…Dad owns the motel. And Evie is helping for fun! 
Ella exits stage left as she’s speaking. Indie and Violet clearly think this is strange. 
Maggie - You know I haven’t felt so relaxed in a long time…!
Evie – Good to hear!
Maggie -What’s that you said? 
Evie – I said that’s good to hear! I’ll just go and help Ella with the drinks. 
Maggie – If Maggie Edgerton was here…she’d help you. 
Evie – Not to worry. 
Evie exits stage left. 
Violet – You’re Maggie Edgerton! 
Maggie – Am I? What a lovely name. 
She starts to wriggle around and laugh. 
Indie – What’s wrong? 
Maggie – Something is tickling me…! 
She puts her hand down her back. 
Violet – It could be anything around here. 
Maggie – Got it! 
Indie – What is it? 
Maggie – Let’s see…a little frog! I wish Maggie was here to see it. It reminds me of her childhood. 
Violet – Aren’t you scared?
Maggie – Of a frog? 
Indie – Yes! 
Maggie – You girls need to get out more. This would be a good Insta shot! 
Violet – I guess we can post it later! 
Indie and Violet both get their phones and zoom in on the frog. Maggie is trying to get in the shot. 
Maggie – You need to stand back girls, so I’m in the photo too! 
They take a photo of Maggie and the frog. 
Lights Down. 

Scene Five
As the lights come up Skye enters stage right. She has a backpack on her pack. She is still wearing sunglasses. She stops centre stage, puts her sunglasses on top of her head. She takes a deep breath. 
Skye – Well, here goes! 
Skye walks off stage left. 
Samantha and Emmy enter right.  Emmy is dribbling the soccer ball across the stage. Samantha is keenly keeping watch towards the stage left exit. 
Samantha – That’s not what you do when you’re staking out a place! 
Emmy – I didn’t know I was staking out a place…what does that even mean?
Samantha – We’re trying to see why that other passenger has gone in to Mrs McCreedy’s house. 
Emmy – Mrs McCreedy’s house? She went in there? Are you sure she went in there? 
Samantha – You really aren’t paying attention.
Emmy – Well I was paying attention to the ball…and that’s what Dell tells me to do at training. You need to be clear about what you want me to be watching. 
Samantha – Mrs McCreedy’s house…
Emmy – Ok…but won’t we just find out who she is eventually…anyway. There’s no secrets in Boulia! 
Samantha – Shhh! Don’t ruin my fun…I reckon there’s a story here. 
Emmy – You deliver newspapers…you don’t write them. 
Samantha- Yet!  Come on…pick up the ball…let’s hide behind the bush. There’s something about that girl…she’s seemed to walk off that plane like she belongs here…
Emmy – But did you see what she was wearing? Definitely not Boulia clothes! 
She creeps towards the stage left exit and encourages Emmy to follow. As they’re doing this, Delia enters stage right and notices the girls. 
Delia- I thought you girls would be down at the motel checking out those two city girls…you two always like to be ‘in-the-know’! 
Emmy- Samantha’s the sticky beak….and I’m her bestie…so I kind of just follow…
Samantha gives Emmy a look. 
Delia – So what’s old Ivy up to, that brings you to her place…you kids are normally running away from her?
Samantha – The other passenger on the plane…the one with the sunglasses on the whole time…she’s just gone into Mrs McCreedy’s place. 
Delia – Interesting…that makes sense…
Samantha – It does? Why? Who visits Mrs McCreedy?
Emmy- They must be related! 
Delia – It will all come out in the wash, girls…now Samantha…how’s this for a headline… ‘Tour Guide’s 4WD breaks down before tour starts!’ 
Samantha – That’s not a story…
Emmy – That’s a disaster…! 
Delia – A little dramatic…now a breakdown in the desert, without water to drink…that would be a disaster. But I do need your help girls…and Mrs McCreedy wouldn’t be happy if she found you spying on her. 
Samantha – Ok…not sure what a couple of kids can do…
Emmy - But we do have a responsibility to help Dell…she always helps us…
Delia – Thanks Em. 
They exit stage right. The sound of a door opening and closing backstage left is heard. 
Ivy (offstage) – What sort of name is Skye?! Your mother gave you a beautiful name, Rachel…
Skye (offstage) – It’s just my stage name, Grandma…I’m still Rachel Rutherford.
Ivy and Skye enter stage left. 
Ivy – Oh good lord…I’ve just noticed what you’re wearing…now we’re in the light of day! You didn’t tell me we were going on a hike…I won’t be going, I’m afraid. 
Skye – We’re not going on a hike…although I wouldn’t mind doing that bush walk you used to take me on when I was little. 
Ivy- My bushwalking days are over…all I can do is walk from the hydrangea in the front yard to gum tree in the back yard. 
Skye – If you don’t use it you lose it, Grandma. 
Ivy looks up and notices her top.
Ivy - Oh dear…where are we going? That top looks like something you’d wear to a…well…you’d wear it to some sort of club…at night-time…you do know, the nearest club is the Mount Isa RSL…
Skye – It’s just a look, Grandma…
Ivy – I thought you said you didn’t want to stand out while you’re here! 
Skye- Point taken…now…
Ivy- What’s your mother’s full name? 
Skye – Are you doing some sort of ID check? 
Ivy – I might be…you do look very different. 
Skye – You haven’t seen me for a few years…I’m sorry…I’ve grown up a bit…
Ivy – And developed dreadful taste in clothes. So, your mother’s name?
Ivy looks at her with raised eye-brows expecting a response. 
Skye- Catherine Hannah McCreedy. And your name is Ivy Joan McCreedy.  
Ivy – You could have stolen family documents…
Skye – I could have…but they wouldn’t have told me that you have a birth mark, shaped like a love-heart…on your right shoulder!  
Ivy – That love-heart story…that was just my mother’s way of making me feel better about having a big brown blotch on my shoulder…it didn’t make me feel better of course…who wants a love-heart on their shoulder? 
Skye – But you do believe it’s me now, don’t you? 
Ivy- I suppose so…How long are you here for? And what are you doing here? Someone like you could have a holiday anywhere?
Skye – I came to see you…and enjoy the quiet of Boulia. 
Ivy – Well, there’s so much quiet here, it’s deadly…we’ll see if you enjoy it! Where to first…? The hydrangea or the gum? 
Skye – I want to see this resort they were talking about on the plane…
Ivy – Resort in Boulia? They’re delusional! But I might just be able to make it to the waterhole for you…just for today. 
Skye – Oh wow…Thanks Gran…
Ivy – I’m not a totally horrible person…
Skye – I didn’t say you were…
Ivy – Lots of people do! 
Skye starts walking backwards as she talks. 
Skye – Not me! You’re just a little grumpy sometimes. 
Ivy- Now watch where you step…I thought you said you could dance…where’s your coordination?! 

Lights Down 














Scene Six       
As the lights come up, Alicia, Kate, Delia, Felicity and Juni and Maggie enter stage left. Maggie is holding a walking stick. 
Alicia – I’m sorry about the girls…they’ll settle in…they’re just adjusting to…well…
Kate – Not having wifi?
Ella – I told them they could sit by the reception desk later if they wanted to. 
Alicia – That’s very kind of you Ella…but I’m thinking of locking up those phones. You wouldn’t have an old camera we could borrow?
Kate – Sure…it’s pretty old now…but it still works! 
Maggie holds the stick up to hand to Alicia. 
Maggie – I don’t think I need to use this thing.  These are for old ladies…I’m not old…and who wants to be a lady?! Ladies have no fun. 
Ella and Juni smile. 
Alicia – I’m sorry…she doesn’t really mean that…she gets confused sometimes. 
Maggie – Who gets confused? 
Juni – We all do.
Delia – We’ve just got one more site of interest to show you…and then you kids could head off to the waterhole. 
Maggie – Great…I could do with a swim. 
Alicia – I’m not sure Delia meant you, Mum.
Maggie – Why not? People used to call your father, Tarzan…and I was his Jane…
Alicia – Really? 
Maggie – Oh yes. 
Ella – Did you live in the country?
Maggie – The outback…just like Boulia country. 
Alicia – Do you think there’d be a risk of her falling, on the way out there?
Maggie – You worry too much, Mum…!
Alicia – I’m not your…You see she is confused. 
Juni – Ella and I can help her.
Ella – We’d love to. 
Alicia – Maybe I do worry too much…thanks girls for the offer. 
Kate – Well, here we at the Wadi Tree! 
They look towards the audience. 
Juni – This is an ancient and rare species, and was the meeting place and corroboree site for the Pitta Pitta people….
Kate  - Our land’s traditional owners. 
Alicia – Wow. 
Maggie – Wonderful! 
Alicia – It is…
Maggie – It’s good to remember…we weren’t here first you know! 
Alicia – You’re right, Mum. I’ll have to bring the girls here. 
Juni – I can tell you some local stories while you’re in Boulia! 
Maggie – Marvellous. 
The sound of a bird is heard. 
Maggie – How wonderful….! I haven’t seen a black breasted buzzard…since 1977.
Delia – You’ve got a great memory Maggie! 
Maggie – I have…
Ella – Shall we head to the waterhole?! 
Alicia – Show us the way! 
Lights Down 


Scene Seven 
As the lights come up Emmy is skimming rocks.
Samantha (offstage) – I hope you’re not skimming rocks Emmy….I asked you to wait for me! 891, 892, 893….
Emmy – Nope, not skimming…just taking in the view while I wait for you. 
Samantha enters stage left.
Samantha – 899…..that’s annoying….I really thought it would be 900. 
Emmy – Just take one more step….then it will be 900. 
Samantha takes one more step. 
Samantha – 900! 
Emmy – You see…you were right. 
Samantha – Thanks Emmy. How come you were taking in the view of a waterhole you’ve swum in all your life?
Emmy – You can never get tired of this view. 
Samantha – That’s true…shall we skim?
Emmy and Samantha begin to skim rocks. Evie enters with Violet and Indie.
Evie – Here it is….the waterhole….
Indie – Oh…it doesn’t look too bad. 
Violet – Where do we sit?
Emmy – On your butt. 
Indie – Haha….she means, ‘where do we sit while we’re sunbaking?’ 
Samantha – On a rock…just like the lizards do. 
Evie – We don’t usually sunbake….
Emmy – We jump off rocks…
Samantha – And try and touch the bottom…
Evie – We just swim and splash around.
Indie – Don’t your phones get wet?
Violet – They don’t have phones…. remember?!
Indie – I don’t know how you do it. 
Violet - It is really hot here…
Indie – I guess we’ll go in…
Violet – Are you sure there’s no snakes? 
Emmy – Not in the water anyway…
Samantha – But we have a seen one or two on the rocks…
Evie – Not venomous. 
Indie – OMG…. What does that even mean? 
Violet –A snake is a snake as far as I’m concerned…
Maggie, Ella, Alicia and Juni enter stage left. Maggie enters first, holding a snake. 
Maggie – Look at this beauty I just found…! 
Indie and Violet hug each other. 
Indie – What are you doing…?! 
Violet - Are you crazy Grandma?
Evie- It won’t hurt you…
Samantha – She wouldn’t pick it up if it was going to hurt her. 
Violet and Indie – Yes she would. 
Emmy – She’s pretty cool…your Grandma. 
Alicia – Mum…I think you should just put the snake down. Girls…stop being so hysterical. 
Evie – Good idea. I mean to put the snake down! …. How about I get a photo of you all together…with the waterhole in the background. 
Violet – It’s ok…we’ll take a selfie…Just us…I’m not posting my mother and Grandmother on Insta. 
Violet and Indie get in position for their selfie. 
Indie – Ok…here goes. 1, 2, 3….
Emmy and Samantha jump into the shot with them. 
Emmy and Samantha – Cheese! 
Violet – You can’t just jump into someone’s photo…! 
Samantha – Sorry…just trying to get into the spirit of things. 
Emmy – We must have misinterpreted the spirit. 
Ivy and Skye enter stage left. Skye comes in with her sunglasses on her head but then adjusts them down. 
Ivy – Well…that’s a surprise…
Skye – The water hole has always been busy in the Summer….
Ivy – I know that…you silly girl. I just can’t believe I made it…
Maggie – Pretty good for an old girl like you! 
Ella – Mrs McCreedy…?
Ivy – What do you want, girlie? Are you happy…you and you’re family…tricking these poor people into coming to the end of the earth, for a holiday! 
Juni – I don’t think they meant to trick anyone…
Ella – We didn’t. 
Maggie – Suits me…even if you did…if I had to go to another one of those resorts that all look the same…I’d be as cranky as you…
Ivy – Cranky…I’m not cranky…I actually feel quite good…got the blood pumping…
Skye – You’d better pace yourself, Grandma…
Ivy – No need to fuss, Rachel….I hate fuss. 
Evie – It’s hot guys…
Ella – Time to swim? 
Juni – Good idea. 
Samantha – Emmy and I first…!
Emmy – Ready….set
Samantha- Go!!
They jump as the lights go down quickly. 


Scene Eight
As the lights come up Felicity and Lottie are sitting on the floor sorting the Reptile Ramble showbags. They are putting binoculars, lolly snakes, maps and booklets in the bags. 
Lottie– Have you worked out the route each group will be taking?
Felicity– Yep…Dad will be taking one group around past the bridge, along Brittle-Rock Track.
Lottie– And we’ll be starting at the waterhole and following the track along McGinty’s Rise. 
Felicity– Then we’ll meet in the middle. 
Lottie– They’re going to be so excited about these showbags. 
Felicity– I hope so!  They don’t seem very happy about much yet. 
Lottie– The Grandma does…and even the Mum.
Felicity- There’s a prize for anyone who spots one of these guys. 
She holds up a chart with images of reptiles on them. 
Lottie- I reckon those girls like winning so maybe that will help. 
Felicity– I really hope someone spots a ‘central bearded dragon’. I’ve never seen one. 
Lottie– Me neither. 
Felicity– Dad says they’re out there. He’s seen them! 
Kate and Alicia enter stage right. 
Kate  – You two look like you’re all sorted for tomorrow. 
Alicia – The girls are not sure about it…they’ve never been in the country before. Sorry. 
Kate  - But your Mum seems pretty excited!
Alicia - She’s acting like she’s 8 years old again.  
Kate – You should have seen her jump into the waterhole. 
Lottie– I wish I’d seen that! 
Alicia- I’m sure she’ll do it again, if you ask her. Even the girls gave it a go today! 
Violet and Indie are heard from offstage left.  
Violet(offstage)  – I wasn’t so sure about the water….
Indie(offstage) – I definitely prefer to see the bottom…
Violet(offstage) – But the jumping from the rock was pretty cool. 
Indie and Violet enter left as they continue to talk. 
Indie – It was better than a water park. 
Kate  – That’s good to hear. 
Violet – I can’t believe no one took a photo of it. 
Indie- We should have taken one of each other. 
Alicia – Maybe you were having too good a time. 
Violet – That’s when you’re meant to take photos…you don’t post photos on Insta unless you’re having a good time...
Indie – Or you look good.
Alicia- Well, all of that is irrelevant…because I’m taking the phones off you for the rest of the trip. 
Violet – Are you trying torture us?
Indie – Did we do something wrong in a past life?
Felicity - Ella has a camera she can lend you. 
Lottie– And you can always just remember things?
Violet – Why would you do that, when we have our Insta accounts to look back on?
Alicia – Well…now’s a good time to start remembering…
Kate – And Ella will definitely lend you her camera…its more exciting waiting to get the photos developed. 
Felicity– And you should get some good shots tomorrow. 
Indie – What world do you live in?
Violet – Waiting to see photos? 
Indie – And taking photos of reptiles?
Alicia – I’m sorry they’re being so rude. It seems I’ve made more mistakes than I thought. 
Violet – So you will let us keep our phones. 
Alicia – That’s not the mistake. Spoiling you both is. I should have listened to Mum. 
Maggie enters stage right. 
Maggie – Careful what you say…careful what you do…Before you know it…they’ll say and do it too. 
Alicia – Josh, do you have a safe? 
Kate  – We do. 
Alicia – Girls….phones? 
She puts her hands out for the phones.
Violet and Indie look at each other in shock. 
Violet and India – She’s serious!
They hand her their phones. 
Lottie– You girls are really upset!
Felicity - Want a snake?
She goes to dig a snake lolly out of the bags. 
Indie- What sort of place is this? We’ll be in our room! 
Violet – Our motel room! 
They exit stage left. 
Maggie – Watch out for the one that got away! 
Felicity– It’s ok Maggie…it’s not a real snake….it’s just a lolly. 
She hands a lolly snake to Maggie. 
Maggie – Oh thank you…but I wasn’t talking about the snake. I was talking about the lovely spider I saw in the jar….
Ella (offstage)- Lottie and Felicity?!
Ella enters stage right with an empty jar. 
Ella- Someone let Horatio out!
Kate - Don’t worry Ella…we’ll find him. 
Violet and Indie (offstage right) – Arghhhhh! Spider! 
Kate – That was quick. 

Lights Down 





Scene Nine
As the lights come up Emmy and Samantha are pretending to kick a ball backwards and forwards to each other. They are wearing their soccer gear.  Lottie enters. 
Lottie– Felicity is on her way with the girls. 
Samantha – Ok…we’re just practising the moves…
Emmy – The Boulia Brumbys are going to the finals… 
Lottie smiles. 
Felicity enters stage right. Felicity has an outfit a little like Steve Irwin on. She also has a small backpack. 
Felicity– Morning all! Girls are coming. You’re dressed in your soccer gear…? We’re not playing soccer. 
Samantha and Emmy – We know. 
Samantha – But we are going on an adventure and when we wear this gear….
Emmy – It elevates our spirit! 
Samantha – That’s it…thanks Emmy!  
Felicity– Perfect then. 
Indie and Violet enter right. Indie and Violet are dressed in pale colours. 
Lottie– You two do know we’re going on a bush walk?
Samantha – Not the Melbourne Cup? 
Emmy – Or even the Birdsville Races?
Felicity– As long as they have closed shoes…they’ll be fine.
Violet – We wear these outfits around Centennial Park all the time. 
Felicity– Great. 
Lottie- You don’t even know where that Park is! It’s in Sydney…not that far from Bondi.
Indie- Have you been there?
Lottie – Not yet…but I will…one day. 
Samantha – Let me know when we’re officially starting, so I can count the steps we do. 
Indie – Why don’t you just use a fitbit?
Samantha – Because I don’t know what that is 
Indie – It’s a…
Samantha – It’s ok…I don’t really want to know…I like counting my steps. 
Lottie– Did you bring the camera girls?
Violet – We really haven’t got the patience to wait to get the photos developed.
Lottie– But now you won’t have any photos. 
Felicity– I brought one with me and it’s digital.
Indie – You won’t post any without checking?
Felicity– I don’t know your address. 
Violet – You can’t be serious! 
Lottie– Why would she know your address?
Felicity– Ok…relax…let’s start. Just step this way….
Lottie– Crouch down a little…shhh! 
Felicity– If you look carefully…over there….
Lottie– Oh wow! 
Felicity– Quick…hit the ground…now we wait for him to come back. 
They all hit the ground onto their stomachs. Skye enters stage right holding a lizard. She’s wearing a bandana. They all stand up when she speaks. 
Skye – Hey…just found this little guy on the rock over there…doesn’t seem scared at all. I thought you city girls might like a look. 
Violet – Us city girls?
Lottie- Wow….you seem pretty at home in the bush…
Emmy – Maybe…but I reckon if you’re related to Mrs McCreedy…nothing will scare you…Sorry. 
Skye – That’s ok…but she’s really all bark and no bite...a softie on the inside. Sometimes lonely people forget how to be with other people. 
Samantha – When I deliver the papers, she tells me to stop talking and leave her alone…but I just keep talking…and eventually she joins in.
Skye- She’d like that. 
Emmy – Really?
Indie – So did you grow up here…? You poor thing. 
Emmy, Samanatha and Felicity give her a look of disapproval. 
Lottie – It’s not all bad…
Felicity – So much of it is amazing! 
Violet – If you like lizards! 
Skye – What’s not to like?!     She holds the lizard up towards them. 
Lottie- I just want to a chance to see more one day; to see different things…maybe you should see this trip that way… 
Skye – She’s right…you should see it as a chance to see different things. I didn’t grow up here…but I spent every school holiday here with my Grandma. I couldn’t wait to get out of the city and take a break from my busy routine of all sorts of classes and activities. 
Lottie – That’s what I wish we had here…dance classes…and swimming lessons…
Indie – In the waterhole? 
Emmy – Not funny. 
Samantha – But you can swim anyway, Lottie...
Lottie – I know…you’re right. I guess it’s just about opportunities. 
Felicity notice something in the distance, downstage right. 
Felicity – Shh! Over there…it’s a desert fat-tailed gecko…you don’t see them every day. 
Skye – Now there’s an opportunity…
Violet – You’re not joking, are you? 
Skye, Felicity, Lottie, Emmy and Samantha – Shh! 

Lights Down 

Scene Ten
As the lights come up Maggie and Ivy are seated on a bench upstage centre. 
Ivy – Those girls think we’ll get along, simply because we’re old. 
Maggie – Well…they got that wrong, didn’t they?! We’re not old at all…but I bet we have a lot in common anyway. 
Ivy – I’m not sure what gives you that idea! 
Maggie – It really is beautiful here, isn’t it?! 
Ivy – Beautiful isn’t really the word I’d use for it…hot, dry, arid….dusty…quite boring once you’ve been here for a while. 
Maggie – Really…? It seems like we’re in two completely different places. Maybe we are…?!
Ivy – Don’t be ridiculous Margaret…
Maggie – Maggie…never Margaret…just Maggie. Maggie Edgerton’s was a lovely one…
Ivy – We’re both in the main street of Boulia…hard to tell it’s a main street, I know! You should go bush while you’re here…there was a time I could see the beauty in that…nothing like sitting under the stars out there…but I’m too old to go out there now…
Maggie – You’re never too old…I’m heading out bush with some of the girls later! Maybe you should come! 
Ivy – And break my ankle? I don’t think so, Maggie. 
Maggie- Where’s Maggie? 
Ivy – I suppose I should count my blessings that I know who I am…
Maggie – Oh there’s lots to be grateful for! 
Ivy – Is there? You won’t tell anyone what I said about sitting under the stars? I don’t want people thinking I’ve gone all soft. 
Maggie – Who cares what people think?! 

Lights Down 


Scene Eleven
Evie, Ella and Juni are all standing upstage right as the lights come up. Juni is holding two bushwalking sticks. 
Ella - It’s going to be fun with Maggie. 
Evie – As long as we don’t lose her. 
Juni – I reckon she’s pretty smart…and Kate and Dell are coming too…
Kate, Delia, Alicia and Maggie enter stage right. 
Maggie – There you are! We’ve been waiting for you. 
Alicia – I don’t think so…they’ve been waiting for us, Mum. 
Maggie – You’re my daughter? When did that happen?
Alicia – Quite a while ago. 
Delia – Right then…we’ve given you guides to see if you can spot certain species. 
Maggie – Are we allowed to spot other ones too?
Kate  – As many as you like.
Juni – Here’s a stick for you Maggie…
Maggie – Now that’s what I call a walking stick! 
Juni – I’ve got one too. 
Maggie – Marvellous… 
Alicia – Come on then, Mum…show us what you’ve got. 
Maggie – That’s what I intend to do. What are we waiting for?!  
Delia – Let’s follow the path this way and look closely for some footprints. 
Juni – They’ll probably belong to marsupials…
Ella- Or reptiles…
Evie- No yeti’s here though. 
Maggie – You never know….!
Evie and Ella look at each other a little worried. 
They exit stage left and there is a cross fade to stage right.  Music plays. They enter stage left. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Alicia – That desert plain slider was amazing.
Kate  – We were lucky to see that. 
Evie – Did you see the way it moved! 
Maggie – I wish I could move like that. 
Alicia notices the view. 
Alicia – Wow, I hope the girls see this on their ramble. 
Delia – Felicity will make sure of it. 
Ella – This is my favourite place in Boulia….! 
Evie – Mine too. 
Juni – It used to be called Whatley’s Lookout…after some Station owner…
Delia- But they realised that he wasn’t really the first person to discover this place. So they named it King Baly’s Lookout….
Juni - After King Baly of the Kalkadoon people….
Kate – Who resisted European attempts to take their land…
Juni – They weren’t entirely successful…but his son…
Delia - Michael Moonlight…
Evie – Which I think is the best name! 
Kate– He contributed to the development of pastoralism in this area…
Delia– And helped preserved the cultural heritage of his people. 
Maggie – Well then…we need to name something after him too. 
Ella – This track we’re on, is called Moonlight’s Track…!  
Maggie – Wonderful. 
Alicia – We still haven’t spotted a bearded dragon…. 
Ella – That’s Felicity’s dream. 
Kate  – The ramble isn’t over yet! 
Maggie – And when do we get to see those Min Min lights you talked about?
Alicia – You don’t normally remember things Mum. 
Juni – I only remember interesting things… and there’s lots of interesting things here. 
Maggie – Back home there isn’t…just things like, ‘knit one, pearl two’ and ‘take your fish oil.’
Alicia – That’s true...Maybe we can change that. 
Maggie – You think so? I hope so!  

Lights Down 

Scene Twelve
As the lights come up Tom, Lottie, Emmy, Samantha, Violet and Indie are in a semi-circle. They’re all drinking poppers. 
Lottie– We haven’t got too far to go now. 
Violet – I just needed this drink…I’m strangely enjoying myself. That ridge-tailed thingy was amazing. 
Indie – Ridge-tailed monitor. 
Felicity– It was, wasn’t it?!
Indie - It was like something you’d see on a David Attenborough documentary…but we really saw it. It’s a shame no one will know we did …no photo…
Violet - Nothing to post.  
Samantha – Maybe you could tell people about it?
Indie – How?
Emmy – By talking about it…?! 
Violet and Indie look at each other as if they are considering the possibility. 
Felicity– Still waiting for the central bearded dragon. 
Lottie– They’re out there somewhere! 
Indie – Shh! I heard something over there…
She crawls upstage left. Violet follows her. 
Violet – I can see footprints.
Felicity joins them. 
Felicity– Come on guys….this way. 
They all crawl off stage left. The lights dim. Music plays. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
The Lights come up stage right. 
Kate , Delia, Evie, Ella, Alicia, Maggie and Juni enter stage right. 
Delia – If you want to spot a fat-tailed gecko…you really have to get down low. 
Kate bends down and crouches as she walks. 
Maggie – That’s what your father used to say when we were out catching goannas…
Evie – You caught goannas?
Maggie – We let them go of course. 
Alicia – I thought you made those stories up. 
Maggie – We’d spot one…then leap on them from behind.
As Maggie describes this, she does the action. 
Alicia – Careful Mum! 
Maggie – What of?
Alicia – Your bones. 
Maggie- If you don’t use them, you lose them. 
They laugh. 
Kate - That’s true. I’d love to hear some more of your stories, Maggie…when we get back to the motel. 
Delia – But we might need to move a little faster now…so we catch up with the others. 
Maggie – I wouldn’t mind a moment to take this all in….
Juni- I’ll wait with Maggie…
Delia – Me too. There’s only one track to follow…none of us can get lost. 
Alicia – Why don’t we all stick together?
Maggie – You worry too much. 
Alicia – Ok…but don’t take long….and Mum…
Maggie – Yes dear?
Alicia – Don’t go picking up any snakes. 	
Maggie looks disappointed as the lights go down. 




Scene Thirteen 
Maggie, Delia and Juni are all crouched down in positions as if they are lizards themselves. 
Maggie – Look straight ahead. 
Juni – He’s staring at us. 
Maggie – He’s a beauty. 
Delia – Are we sure he’s a he?
Maggie – Almost…but not really. 
Delia – I wonder what he’s thinking. 
Maggie – He’s wondering if we taste nice.
Juni looks worried. 
Juni – You’re not serious?
Maggie – No…just joking. 
They laugh. Maggie joins in but finds it hard to move out of the lizard position. They laugh more. 
Delia – We should probably head back now…they’ll be wondering where we are. 
Maggie – We’ll be ok.  Would you like a snack?
Juni – Yes please! 
Delia– I won’t say no…thanks. Good to see you’re so well prepared. 
Maggie – You should always be prepared for everything. 
She hands them all a snack from her backpack. 
Juni – You know it was up on this ridge that King Baly was captured.
Maggie – Terrible times. 
Delia – They were….
Juni - Do think we’ll make it back before dark, Dell? 
Delia – The track’s safe but not if you can’t see properly. 
Maggie – Well then…we should we stay here the night! 
Delia – The others will be worried…but we might have to. I lost track of time watching our friend over there. 
Juni – That’s what I like about the bush…only thing better than a book…but it’s easy to get lost in both. 
Delia – I’m sorry Maggie….we were meant to look after you. 
Maggie- To tell you the truth…as lovely as your sister’s motel is…this is more my style! Under the stars.  You wait and see. Ivy was saying the same thing to me….
Ivy and Skye enter right. 
Ivy – I told you not to tell anyone. 
Delia – Ivy! 
Juni – How did you get here?
Ivy – The same way you got here…sometimes I wonder about the younger generation. 
Skye- Gran! 
Juni – It’s ok…it was a silly question. 
Skye – Not entirely silly…it was just a day ago she was telling me she could only walk from her front yard to the back.  
Ivy – Ok, ok…we’re here now…no need to make a fuss. 
Delia – It’s too late to go back…
Juni – So we’re staying overnight!
Maggie – We get to sleep under the stars, Ivy….
Skye – This is what I came here for…
The lights start to dim and the night sounds are heard. Ivy and Skye sit down with the others. 
Maggie – It’s wonderful, isn’t it?
Ivy – I have no choice but to agree…just this once...it’s just wonderful. 
Juni – Magic! No wonder King Baly didn’t want to leave. 	
There’s a flicker of light. 
Maggie – Did you see something? 
Ella – Maybe. 
Juni – I don’t know. 
The light flickers again. 
Maggie – You’ll have to help me up…let’s see what it is…
Juni- But they say you’re not supposed to chase them.  
Maggie – Who?
Delia – Are you ok Juni?
Ivy – She’s right…if you catch them, they say you’ll be gone forever. 
Maggie – It’s the min min lights?
Ivy – Of course it is, Maggie.  
Skye – Let’s just sit together…
The sit and huddle and the light flickers again. 
Maggie – And watch…
Ivy- I’ve waited for this all my life. 
Music starts to play as the lights flicker one more time and then begin to slowly fade. 
Lights Down 

Scene Fourteen 
As the lights come up Kate and Alicia are sitting in a semi-circle around a camp fire. 
Kate – I’m so sorry…we should have stayed with them… 
Alicia – Not your fault…and Mum is tougher than all of us… 
Kate – They’ve got Dell with them too. 
Alicia – You know, I bet she’s having the experience of a lifetime…! 
Kate – We’ll get up early to head out along the track...it’s a warm night, which is a good thing. 
Alicia – And Mum is like a girl scout…that little backpack will be full of snacks! 
Emmy, Samantha, Lottie, Felicity, Violet and Indie enter and join them around the camp fire.  
Lottie- Can we join you?
Kate – You collected the wood. 
Violet and Indie- We did! 
Indie – That was after we’d lasted three hours without our phones, on the walk! 
Violet – Amazing…!
Alicia – Truly amazing. 
Violet – You know the ramble was actually heaps of fun…
Indie- And that lookout was like….wow. 
Alicia – It was…the most beautiful view I’ve seen…and we saw some pretty crazy reptiles. 
Felicity– It would have been better if we’d seen the bearded dragon. Next time maybe. 
Violet – I guess that’s how we felt after Taylor Swift’s concert…it was great…but would have been better if we’d met Taylor afterwards. 
Lottie– So Taylor Swift is like the bearded dragon?
Violet – Exactly! 
Felicity– Interesting. 
Emmy – Right now…I know I’m not the host here…but I’d like to suggest something. 
Lottie- Sure.
Emmy – Oh…well…when people come to visit….
Lottie– You should organise a party for them?
Emmy – That was what I was going to say!
Felicity– What sort of party are you suggesting?
Emmy – What do you reckon girls…?
Violet – We’re the visitors…we shouldn’t decide…   
Alicia- I’m impressed girls. 
Evie enters stage right. 
Evie – I’ve bought some marshmallows to toast. 
Indie – Isn’t that a little dangerous?
Evie – You girls really haven’t lived. 
Alicia – My fault….
She places a tray with marshmallows and sticks on the ground near them and sits down. 
Violet – I hope Grandma and the girls get back ok. 
Evie – Your Grandma seems like a pretty tough lady. 
Indie – She is…I didn’t really realise until we came to Boulia…just how much she’s done in her life…
Emmy – She is pretty old so…
Samantha – She’s had a long time to do it. 
Alicia – She did have a whole life before being your grandma. I forget that too. 
Felicity– She’s still living it…we’re here at the motel and she’s out there in the bush.
Kate – When they’re back, we’re having a…
Lottie– Bush dance! 
They all look at Lottie a little unsure of his suggestion. 
Emmy – I was thinking disco…they’re from the city. 
Violet – A bush dance sounds like fun. 
Indie – We’re on holidays…no point doing the same things we do at home! 
They smile. 
Samantha – Can we ask Mrs McCreedy…and her granddaughter? 
Indie- Is that the girl from the plane? 
Indie – She looks so much like this singer we like…you wouldn’t know her…I mean…I didn’t mean it like that…
Violet – She did say she used to do a lot of classes…like dance and things…? What’s her name?
Kate – Rachel something…I can’t remember the surname…but it wasn’t McCreedy. 
Indie – Not her name…I didn’t think it was her…she’d be holidaying in Tahiti, not here. 
Evie- Marshmallows anyone? 
They all take a marshmallow on a stick and pretend to be toasting it on the camp fire.  As the lights go down stage right, music plays briefly. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
The lights come up left and music goes down. Alicia enters left holding a cup of tea.  She looks up at the stars. Indie enters stage left. 
Indie – Hi Mum. Are you ok?
Alicia – Thanks for asking. Just a bit worried about your Grandma. 
Indie– Me too…
Alicia – She’s probably watching the stars and telling some crazy stories. 
Indie – Can we get up when the sun rises, to go and find her? 
Alicia - You want to get up at sunrise? 
Indie – Violet too…we’ll meet you at your room. 
Alicia – Sure. Get some sleep. 
Lights Down 












Scene Fifteen
As the lights come up, it is a little dim with a golden glow, Juni and Ella are lying down curled up asleep. Maggie is doing stretches and tai chi like movements. 
Juno – Morning Maggie. 
Ella – Doing your morning exercises?
Maggie – I like to call it seizing the day! 
Juni – I love mornings…my older brother thinks I’m weird.
Ella – We should head back soon. 
Maggie – After the sun rises. Please! 
Maggie goes and sits down with the girls. 
Ella – Shh….look over there. 
Juni – What is it?
Maggie – It’s the sun Juni….
Juni – No, there Maggie. 
Maggie – That’s a Central Bearded Dragon!
Juni – Felicitywill be disappointed. 
Ella – We won’t tell him…let’s just enjoy it. 
Maggie – Ok, it’s our secret. 
Juni – I think she’s looking at us. 
Alicia (offstage) – Mum!
Violet – Grandma! Ella….
Alicia – Juni! 
Maggie – Well that scared her away. 
Ella – We’re over here! 
Violet and Alicia enter stage left. 
Violet – You’re ok…
Maggie – I am…are you?
Alicia – We’re fine…
Ella – There’s the sun! 
Juni – Some people believe that the spirit world have just opened the curtains….
Alicia – How do you know these things?
Juni shrugs. 
Violet – She listens. 
Maggie – Did you sleep well? 
Juni and Ella – We did! 
Maggie – After the Min Min visited us, of course. 

Lights Down 

Scene Sixteen
As the lights come up the stage is set for the Bush Dance. Maggie is seated with her feet in the paddle pool. Juni sits on a bench and reads from a book to Maggie.  Violet and Indie are sitting on the ground next to the paddle pool with their feet in it stage left. There are towels on the ground next to them. They are all dressed for a bush dance. 
Juni – “As she made it to the top of the hill, the tree-filled landscape stretched as far as the horizon. A black-buzzard let out a cry and the cicadas told her that night was on its way.  The climb had been worth it.”
Maggie – I expect a signed copy of the book when it’s published. 
Juni – If that ever happens…you’ll be the first on my list. 
Indie – I wish I could do that.
Violet – Me too…but we really haven’t tried yet. 
Evie – My Mum always says, ‘you have to be in it to win it’.
Alicia enters stage left and sits next to Maggie
Indie – We’ve certainly tried a lot of new things this holiday though. It’s a shame we…
Violet – Don’t say it. 
Indie – Why not?
Violet – Because if we’d had our phones…we wouldn’t have really seen anything. 
Alicia enters stage right and sits on the bench next to Juni.
Alicia – All good Mum?
Maggie – Couldn’t be better!
Evie and Ella come in with drinks on a tray, with umbrellas in them. 
Alicia - This holiday has been good…for all of us! 
Evie – Drinks anyone?
Alicia – Looks like it’s not over yet. 
Ella – We’ve still got the Boulia Paradise Motel Bushdance to go…
They pass the drinks around.  
Samantha – 25, 26….27…28 steps from reception to the back yard, ready for the hoedown! 
Emmy enters and begins to kick the balloons that are on the ground around like soccer balls. 
Emmy – Sorry, I can’t help myself. I’m definitely ready for some foot-tapping. 
Kate , Tom, Lottieenter right. 
Kate  – Ready for a bit of a dance before dinner everyone?
Maggie – Can’t wait. 
Maggie, Violet and Indie dry their feet on the towels. Kate  and Ella move the bench up stage. 
They all start to take up positions for dancing.  
Lottie– I’ll put the music on. 
He exits briefly stage right. 
Music plays and they start to dance, doing the heal-toe polka. 
The music stops when they are all looking tired. 
Maggie – Marvelous! 
Evie and Ella – Time to eat. 
Kate  – We can do another round after the Barbie, Maggie. 
Ella - We’ll eat on the veranda and watch the sun set. 
Alicia – Perfect. 
Lottie– We’ll clean up the cups Dad. 
They all exit stage left except for Felicityand Lottiewho start to pack the plastic cups up. 
Lottie– Did you just see something move?
Felicity– Where?
Lottie– Over there….
Lottiepoints towards the audience at ground level in the centre. 
Lottie– See…
They crouch down. 
Felicity– Shh! 
Lottie– Is it?
Felicity– It is…. it’s a Central Bearded Dragon…
Lottieand Felicitystare and smile. 
Lottie– He’s really looking at us. 
Felicity– Welcome to the Boulia! 
Light Down 
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